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We CONCERNING | 
Mr JOHN WATSONsi 4 
Sora DONATION. . 


IHE deceaſed Toki Watſon, Wri- July 2. 
ter to the ſignet, appointed the 1 
free reſidue of his eſtate, real — 
and perſonal, remaining aſter payment a 
of ſeveral legacies, &c. to be lent out | 
upon perſonal or real ſecurity, at the 
fight and by the direction of the decea- 
ſed Andrew Fletcher of Milton, one of 
the Senators of the College of Juſtice, ; 
and John Mackenzie of Delvin, Eſqs, as 
his Truſtees; and appointed them, at 
the fight of the Magiſtrates of Edin- 
Burgh, to apply the ſame to ſuch pious 
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643 
and charitable uſes within the ſaid City 
as the ſaid Truſtees ſhould think proper. 
The ſaid Andrew Fletcher and John 
Mackenzie finally and unalterably re- 


ſolved to apply the free income of the 
reſidue. of the ſaid John Watſon his 


eſtate, after payment of his debts and 


legacies, proviſions -aſcertained to Mrs 
Iſabel Mudie his widow, and all ne- 
ceffar charges and expences,] for the 
pious and charitable purpoſe of prevent- 
ing:Child-warder, by an Hoſpital within 
the City of Edinburgh, for receiving, 
ſecretly, Infant-children, and bringing 
them up to be uſe members of ſociety; 
and by receiving, privately, Women big 
with child, and aſſiſting t them in their de- 
livery, fo as to conceal their ſhame, and 


taking care of their children as found- 


1 
1 1 % 
4 , #4 


lings ; without any power to them, or or 


ſurvivors of them, to alter the funda- 


mental uſe and purpoſe aforeſaid ;—re- 
ſerving nevertheleſs to them, and the 
ſurvivor of them, to eſtabliſh ſuch modes, 
rules, and regulations, for the manage- 
ment of this Charity, from time to time, 

| 2 


6 
* 


(35 


as ſhould be judged moſt expedient for 
attaining the good purpoſes therein and 
above. mentioned: and all this they 
ſhould do at the ſight of the Lord Pro- 
voſt and Magiſtrates of Edinburgh for 
the time being; at leaſt they, or the 
ſurvivor of them, ſhould report to them, 
from time to time, their procedure there- 
in, agreeable to the ſettlement before 
mentioned executed by the ſaid John 
Watſon : And they thereby further de- 
clared, That after the deceaſe of both 
of them, the management of the ſaid 
Charity ſhould devolve to, and come un- 
der the direction of the Principal Keeper, 
Deputy Keeper, and Commiſſioners of 
the Writers to the Signet, for the time 
being; with power to them, from time 
to time, to alter or improve, or add to, 
ſuch modes, rules, and regulations, as 
they, or the ſurvivor of them, might 
have laid down, according as future ex- 
perience might acquire: and all the pro- 
cedure, and rules of management, ſo to 
be had by the Keepers and Commiſſion- 
ers aforeſaid, ſhould be reported to the 
Lord 


( 6 5 
Lord Provoſt and Magiſtrates of the ſaid 
city, once in the year, or oftener, as the 
ſaid Keepers and Commiſſioners ſhall 
think proper. 
I ubere was no other deed ene by 
the ſaid Truſtees; and therefore the re- 
ſidue of Mr Watſon's eſtate falls to be 
diſpoſed of agreeably to the deed above 
mentioned. 
This reſidue is now Batida, and 
amounts to about L. 500 Sterling. 
The thing has been ſubmitted to the 
conſideration of the late and preſent =, 
Profeſſors of Midwifery in the College 
of Edinburgh, under whofe care there 
has been, and now is, a Lying-in Ho- 
ſpital in apartments in the Royal Infir- 
mary. Theſe gentlemen have given their 
views of the proper way of diſpoſing of 
the ſaid Fund in the following Memorials, 
which it has been thought proper to 
print, for the uſe of the e ee of this 
TT 


FIRST 


FIRST MEMORIAL, 
1781. . 


HERE is, perhaps, no country in 
the world where ſo many real cha- 


ritable inſtitutions have been encouraged 


as in England. Of late years, it has on- 
ly been neceflary to point out what uſe- 


ful charity was wanted for the relief of 


the diſtreſſed, when it immediately met 
with ſuch a number of ſubſcribers as moſt 
effectually to remove the evil complained 
of. 

In North Britain, we have hitherto ne- 
ver been ſlow in opening our purſes, ac- 
cording to our abilities, either to ſerve 
the ſtate, or for the relief of individuals. 

Anmidſt the ſeveral charities which are 
the diſtinction and glory of this age, per- 
haps not one has been propoſed to the 
public more truly beneficial, or more ex- 
tenſive in its benefits, than an Hoſpital 


for Lying-in Women. Every argument 


for eſtabliſhing any other Hoſpital, is at 
leaſt 
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n as ſtrong when applied to this. Po- 


verty is an object of. pity : ſickneſs an 


the natural evils of life. 

Vet how many poor women are . 
who, by hard labour, gain their daily 
ſubſiſtence. All ſuch are in a ſtate of 
want towards the latter end of their preg 
nancy, and during their lying in. The 
needy family are then môſtly taken up 
in attending the mother and child; and 
the joys natural upon ſuch occaſions are 
ſuppreſſed by the wants which ſurround- 
them: Nay, ſome are deſtitute of this 
attendance; when ſometimes the death 
either of the mother or cliild become 
melancholy inſtances of the evils of * 
verty at this critical perioc. * 

It is only within theſe r years, 
that the diſtreſſes of women in this 
ſituation were properly repreſented to 


the, Engliſh. The inſtitution of the 


Britiſh Eying-in Hoſpital at London, 
which is the: firſt -of the kind, is for 
late as the year 1749: but ſo well has 
its plan been received by the public, ſo 
* evident 
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evident have been its advantages, that 
fix or ſeven ſuch charities have already 
taken place in the ſame: city, beſides o- 
thers in ſome of the counties of England. 
Although ſuch an inſtitution has been 
much wanted in this country, here the 
number of induſtrious poor is great, and 
where their poverty is not leſs ſo; yet 
no body has made theſe wants know, t 
the people in Scotland, or informed them; 
that a Lying: in Hoſpital, under proper 
regulations, was the beſt way of remo⸗ 
ving theſe wants for the future; other - 
wiſe Jam confident they would have 
jomed in ſome ſcheme ſor chat ne 
bong before this time. 
The experience of other 1 N 
ſhown, that the beſt way of relieving poor 
pregnant women, at a time when they 
become a burden to themſelves, as well 
as to their families, is by eſtabliſhing Ey 
ing-in Hoſpitals. -I therefore Humbly 
propoſe, that ſuch an Hoſpital-ſhould*be 
eſtabliſhed at Edinburgh, under the- name 
of the Edinburgh Lying. in Heſpital; . in- 
to which ſhould- be admitted, as far as 
B the 
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the funds will permit, all ſuch induſtrious 


child-bearing women, who, from una- 
voidable misfortunes, are reduced to 


want; for the reception of the indigent 
wives of ſailors and ſoldiers ; nay, even 
for the relief of thoſe poor women, who 
have been unwarily ſeduced from the 


paths of virtue, and are left deſtitute. 
Few I hope will oppoſe what humanity 


dictates. All ſuch are objects at the 
time, the more ſo when they reflect up- 
on their paſt miſconduct: they may how- 
ever reclaim by proper attention, and be- 


come uſeful members of ſociety: where- 


as ſeveral inſtances have occurred, where 
unfortunate women, when ſhut out from 


ſhelter, deſtitute of hope, money, or 


friends, overwhelmed with ſhame, have 
been driven into a ſtate of deſpair, and 


were tempted to deſtroy themſelves, or 
murder their infants ; whereas, by mix- 
ing them with other women, who arc 


ſtrangers to vice, they are naturally led 
to follow their example. 


At no time was ſuch an inſtitution 


more neceſſary in this country than at 


preſent, 


e 

preſent, when ſuch numbers of men are 
daily called out to ſerve their country, 
either as ſoldiers or ſailors, while their 
families are left in the greateſt diſtreſs 
and poverty ; the wife, from her preg- 
nant ſituation, being incapable of taking 
care of herſelf, far leſs her children, 
when ſhe is lying in. - I am much per- 
ſuaded that many, both ſoldiers and fail- 
ors, would chearfully turn out to ſerve 
their country when wanted, had they a 
proſpect of their wives being . care 
of in the hour of diſtreſs. 

Another advantage which muſt reſult 
from the inſtitution of a Lying-in Hoſpi- 
tal at Edinburgh, beſides affording relief 
to a number of poor pregnant women, 
it will contribute much to the education 
of the midwives in Scotland; a thing of 
much conſequence to the country.  Dai- 
ly experience ſhows, ſuch as have acceſs 
to know, the number of accidents which 
happen to the poor women, by the mal- 
treatment of ignorant practitioners; ac- 
cidents, though not mortal, yet often di- 
ſtreſs the women during the courſe of 
B 2 „ 
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their lives, and lay the foundation of 
other diforders. Women of equal parts 


with thoſe in and about Edinburgh, may 


be met with in every county of Scotland: 
as their Education will be the fame; they 
muſt therefore turn out equally expert in 
their profeſſion in the different counties 
of Scotland, as in and about the metro- 
polis; whereas, at preſent, their ſhort 
ſtay prevents them from ſeeing ſo much 
practice as is neceſſary to perfect them. 
The Kirig of Pruſſia, who pays the great- 
eſt attention to the ſeveral departments 
of government, ſaw the good effects 
which muſt accrue to his kingdom, by 
having thoſe who practiſed niidwifery pro- 
perly educated ; for which purpoſe he 
appointed Dr Mackell Profeſſor of Mid- 


wifery at Berlin, with a Lying-in Hoſpi- 


tal at the public expence. One ward was 
appropriated for the medical ſtudents, 


and another for the midwives; after which 


no perſon was allowed to practice within 

the Pruffian dominions, till their abilities 

were properly certified. 
Exactly 


10 
Exactiy upon the fame plan with chat 
of the King of Pruſſia, our late moſt gra · 
cious Sovereign King George II. inſtitu - 
ted a College of Midwifery, and a Lying- 
in Hoſpital, at Gottingen, when Dr Roe- 
derer was choſen Profeſſor of Midwifery; 'Y 
after which none were allowed to prac- 
tiſe this branch in any part of his Maje- 
ſty's Hanoverian dominions, unleſs they 
had been properly educated, and had a 
certificate of their abilities. I could men- 
tion ſeveral other kingdoms where the 
like inſtitutions have taken place within 
theſe few years, were it in the ſmalleſt 
degree neceſſary. It is ſufficjent to ſhow, 
that this branch of education was much 
neglected till within theſe few years, and 
the teaching of it, for want of Lying - in 
Hoſpitals, was long confined to Paris 
alone. 
1 that further arguments will be 
unneceſſary to convince the people 5 0 
Scotland of the uſefulneſs of ſuch an in- 
ſtitution ; nor can I ſuppoſe, that they 
will be backward i in contributing to the 
free of a Lying - in Hoſpital at Edin- 
burgh, 


burgh, which has been found ſo benefi- 
cial at London, Dublin, and Newcaſtle, 
as well as in many of the principal towns 


in Europe. 
I proceed therefore to conſider the ex- 


pence of ſuch an Hoſpital ; and, 2dly, To 
point out the means by which the r 
may be raiſed. 
I propoſe that the expences ſhall be 
| defrayed by a general ſubſcription. There 
are none ſo fit to begin this uſeful under- 
taking, as the Truſtees for the execu- 
tion-of Mr Watſon's mortification, who 
are now in full poſſeſſion of the funds, 
which were appropriated partly for this 
very purpoſe by the donor, If you once 
begin it, I am confident you will meet 
with much public aid in the carrying it 
on. Don't delay for an increaſe of capi- 
tal, which can only be obtained in a te- 
dious courſe of years, by accumulating 
the intereſt. Had the firſt projectors of 
the Royal Infirmary at Edinburgh follow- 
ed this plan, and delayed their building 
till they had acquired a ſufficient fund to 
finiſh it, in all probability not a fingle 
L ſtone 


E 
ſtone of this uſeful charity would yet have 
been laid, which has already contributed 
fo much to the relief of many thouſands 
in diſtreſs, to the high reputation to 
which the medical ſchools in this - city 
have riſen, but alſo to the ornament of 
this metropolis. They began to erect 
this uſeful charity upon very ſmall funds, 
truſting that the uſefulneſs of the under- 
taking would influence every charitable 
mind to contribute to its future ſucceſs. 
As the building advanced, it became a 
general ſubject of converſation, and at- 
tracted every charitable eye. In fine, 
by the indefatigable induſtry of Provoſt 
Drummond, and the late Dr Monro, 
and ſome. others, they got ſuch dona- 
tions, not only from every corner of this 
country, but from England; from Ame- 
rica, and the Weſt Indies, as. ſoon as 
the plan had reached ſo far. Thus they 
were not only enabled to finiſh the build- 
ing; but they are now poſſeſſed of ſuch 
aà capital as is ſufficient ' to maintain a 

great many . 


th There 
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There are ſome perſons whom this 
Charity more particularly addreſſes for aſ- 
ſiſtance; ladies who have experienced the 
pains of child-birth. This Hoſpital calls 
upon them, to remember their own fears 
and ſufferings, what care and attendance 


they found abſolutely neceſſary for their 


own preſervation, and what they ſuffered 
at the loſs, or even the indiſpoſition of a 
child. All ſuch will ſympathiſe with the 


poor in the ſame ſituation, who undergo 


all their fears and ſufferings, without 
their comforts: or conveniencies. Other 


ladies, who have not been mothers, yet 


prompted by the tenderneſs, compaſſion, 


and generoſity of the ſex, will no doubt 


contribute to its relief. Nay TI will ven- 
ture to ſay, that many gentlemen, from 


the motives of humanity, will commiſe- 


rate the cafe of poor women ſo circum- 
ſtanced, and. contribute to this Plan. 
May it not be reaſonably expected, 
that the ſeveral Royal Burghs will in all 
probabllity, if properly applied to, con- 
tribute ſomething to the ſucceſs of this 


Hoſpital; by which means they will not 


only 
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only have. it in their power to ſend poor 


women with child to be admitted into 
the Hoſpital,” but alſo to ſend women 
from time to time to be inſtructed 4 in 
midwifery? N ay, for the ſame reaſons, 


it is to be hoped, that every Society will 


contribute ſomething. according to their 
1 | 

* Eaftly, It is to be withed; that al mch 
who have by various accidents been ſuc« 
_ ceſsful in the world; and now live in af. 
fluence and plenty, will not with-hold 


their aſſiſtance from the poor and needy, 


but chearfully fpare them a little, as 4 
grateful acknowledgement to Providence 
for ilicir own happict ate. FN e 
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SECOND MEMORIAL, 
. 


HE original deſign of the inſtitu- 
tion intended by the truſtees of Mr 
Watſon is, | 

« For the pious and charitable purpoſe 
« of preventing child- murder, - by an 
&« Hoſpital within the city of Edinburgh; 
& ty receiving ſecretly Infant-children, 
* and bringing them up to be uſeful 
c members of ſociety ; — and by recei- 
“ ving privately Women big with child, 
ce and aſſiſting them in their delivery, ſo 
« as to conceal their ſhame, and taking 
care of their children as foundlings.“ 

By this inſtitution, two diſtinct ends or 
objects are therefore propoſed : 
1. To admit pregnant women, aſſiſt 
them in their delivery, and privately take 
care of them during their recovery from 
lying-in. 

2. To receive ſecretly new-born chil- 


dren, rear them during the helpleſs period 
_” of 
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| WO 
of infancy and childhood, and bring them 
up to be uſeful members of ſociety. 

T would therefore ſuggeſt, 
That the centre of ſuch a building as 
propoſed by Dr Young ſhould be raiſed 
and finiſhed with all convenient expedi- 

tion. | 
That it ſhould contain two large wards, 
ſpacious and airy, to be ſeparated from 
each other, with diſtinct entries; the one 
for admitting pregnant women to be at- 
tended by male-ſtudents, thie other by 


females. 
Beſides two public ada vera ſmall 


airy rooms or cloſets ſhould be provided, 
for the accommodation of thoſe women 
who wiſh to be kept more private. Theſe 
can be attended by the matron alone, or 


by annual male-pupils, or fix months fe- 


male ones, who muſt pay an extraordi- 


nary fee for ſuch indulgence. 


Each ward to contain beds for ten wo- 


men. 
2dly, I would humbly propoſe, that the 


benefit of this Charity ſhould be entirely 


confined to the children, as foundlings, 


Ca —- of 
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1 
of thoſe indigent women who are admit- 
ted into and delivered in the Hoſpital. 
In the infancy of the inſtitution, twelve 
children will be a ſufficient number to be 


maintained by Houſe, given out to 
be nurſed, and aft@wards boarded, every 
year. The preference to be given to the 
children of the moſt indigent and neceſ- 
ſitous mothers; three to be elected by 
the managers every quarterly meeting. 
The mothers alſo to be preferred for nur- 
ſes, when they incline it, and are other- 
wiſe found qualified. 

The expence of the children will not 
exceed L. 5 per ann. viz. 208. per quar- 
ter for ſuckling, and 208. per ann. for 
cloaths. The hazard of deaths within 
the year will compenſate for the increaſed 
Expence of board and cloathing after 


weaning ; as I would ſtrictly "Bir. 
election to the number propoſe at- 


ever vacancies ſhould happen from death, 
till the funds of the Charity be augment- 


ed. 


Eſtimate 
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Eſtimate of the zohole expence ſuppoſe _ 
as follows. | x 


* 
* 


Centre of the building Ts 80% 0 9 
Furniture, including ading, 2 00 
— furniſhing a room to the ma- 90 0 
tron, manager 8 room, . 200 0 


Total laid out on the building, ay 0 
——— ———— 

Twenty pregnant women, at N 
6d. per day, ©. L. 182 19 Ts 1 
Twelve children at nurſing and + 
board, at L. 5 per ann. ß | 
Midwife's ſalary and mainte- 
„ - 30 
Two nurſes and maintenance, 30 
Cook. maid and e 15 
Clerk, CV 
tb 22 oy 10 
Medicines, cordials, &c. „ 
Incidental expences, 1 


0000000. 


— 
1 10 — 

0 | | | - 2M 

Ki. General 4 
g | 4 5 : 1 

0 | | 4 
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General Plan tlie Hoſpi tal. 


1. A Preſident, nerpetual. 
2. Four Wanne elected an- 
nually. 
3. A Treaſurer. _ 
| Theſe are already eſtabliſhed by the 
_ diſpoſition and deed of Mr Watſon; and 
to them ſuch other managers may be add- 
ed as © ſhall be judged moſt expedient 
& for the benevolent purpoſes above 
mentioned.“ 
The medical care of this Charity ſhould 
be under the direction of the Profeſſor 
of Midwifery, with whom any other prac- 
titioner in that line may be conjoined. 
The Profeſſor of Midwifery ſhould have 
the liberty of introducing male and fe- 
male pupils, when properly qualified, un- 
der certain reſtrictions and regulations, 
to attend, aſſiſt, and deliver the women 
in the ſeveral wards; and, in return for 
this privilege, a ſtated ſum ſhall be paid 
in to the Charity by each ſtudent, either 


annually, or for the liberty of attending 
the 


1 


ia: (957 N vs 


the Hoſpital during the courſe of lectures 
in the College. 


Beſides the ordinary managers, I would 
further propoſe, that the Preſidents of the 
Royal College of Phyſicians and of Sur- 
geons ſhould be added. 
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